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W. W. Cheney, M.D.
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Doc Cheney traveled throughout the Valley, ranging 
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Carnation. In later years, he practiced at the Snoqualmie 
Falls Hospital and Nelems Hospital in Snoqualmie.
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Excerpts from  
Valley Record articles:  
1953 (left), 1959 (right)



Fall City Lodge No. 59, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF)
5�
�&�����%��6::&���������%
�
"������������"�%�
�)��������
�!��"����;�%�����%<����
�����*�+
��-%�

%�/��%����������/�
%
"�
%�
� )����������
������%�� �
�%��� �/��
���� %�
����!�"�=����
��"��

%���������!/�%������5�
�>��
�-%���*
�
����>�"�
��
�2���%
"���%��6::&����������%
�
"������#$�

Both groups enjoyed wide membership over a long 
period, and still welcome new members. The ribbon shown 
at left belonged to Jesse Kelley, who was an IOOF member 
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life of the community, perhaps the greatest contribution of 
the IOOF to Fall City was the creation of the IOOF Cemetery 
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Left, early IOOF members; right, Rebekah Drill Team, 1940s

First IOOF Hall, c. 1906



LeRoy and Lillie Bronemann
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was drafted into the army and sent to New York City, where he met his future 
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family, they served Fall City in a myriad of ways. Between them, they had 
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Below and right, from LeRoy’s Memorial Program, 2007

LeRoy and Lillie, 1992 Valley Record article



Fall City United Methodist Church
Members of the Fall City UMC, started by “Brother 
Mac,” circuit preacher for the Methodist Episcopal 
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then in a small building built by Brother Mac, 
which later had to be sold. The Baptist Church had 
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The Fall City Passion Play program  
for 1964 (at left)

(Below, left) A Methodist Ladies  
Aid Group from the early 1900s

(Below, right) Sterling Thomsen as  
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Falls City Lodge, No. 66,  
Free and Accepted Masons
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then moved to the upstairs of the IOOF Hall, as plans 
were made for the construction of a hall, which was 
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over a period of many years and still welcome members. 
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The Falls City Masonic Hall was declared a King County 
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Alma (left) and George Davis Rutherford were 
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(Below) Early Order of the Eastern Star group, 
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front row.
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Civic Groups
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the years, many groups have stepped up to serve the community and get 
things done—pay the bills, mow the grass, care for the cherry trees, coordinate 
with King County, and put on our important annual community events. 
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Fall City Fire Department
From bucket brigades to early hose carts, Fall City folks 
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hard to maintain excellence of service over the years.

First hall, 1947–61 (WA State Archives)

Second hall, 1962–77 (WA State Archives)

Third hall, 1977; enlarged/remodeled in 2004 (below)
Chris Connor  

(1991–present)
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(1946–56) 
Chet Bluher 

(1956–72)
Mac Pearson  

(1972–91)



Edwin R. Opstad, Principal  
and Superintendent
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next to the old gymnasium.

Principal Opstad’s name is synonymous with the Brick School for the many 
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was approved, leading to the construction of Mount Si High School. Ed Opstad was 
appointed superintendent for the new district and served in that position until he 
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was packed with former students, teachers, and friends who came to say goodbye to 
a very principled man.



Julia Larson, 
Teacher

FALL CIT Y BRICK SCHOOLMarguerite Wilkie, 
Teacher

Austin Huhn, 
Teacher,  

Principal

Josephine 
McClaskey, 

Teacher

Helen Pebbles, 
Teacher

Tom Mus, 
Teacher, Coach

FALL CIT Y ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHIEF K ANIM MIDDLE SCHOOL MOUNT SI HIGH SCHOOL

Don McConkey, 
Principal,  
1991–2004

Sydney Mullock, 
Teacher,  
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Les Jones,  
Principal,  
1970–91

Barbara  
Van Oeveren,  

Teacher, 1973–present

Mickey Fowler, 
Teacher,  

1990–present

Paula  
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Teacher, Talent Shows

Kirk Dunckel,  
Principal,  

2001–present
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School Counselor

Art Galloway, 
Teacher,  

1979–present, 
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Teacher,  

1974–present,

Greg Hart,  
Teacher,  
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Christine Kjenner,  
Teacher, 
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Fall City Study Club, 1922–2002
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members, 13 of whom were retired teachers. For 
most of their years, they met twice a month, except in 
summer, and usually enjoyed a program on literature, 
art, music, or reports of travel, most often presented 
by a member.

Perhaps the most appreciated of the Fall City Study Club’s many civic 
contributions was the pivotal role they played in the establishment of Fall 
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our current library building. The Study Club raised funds, recruited 
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Members in front of the third library, 1967. (Valley Record)
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Fall City Historians
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images of our past.
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and wrote large numbers of historic articles for the Valley Record, as well as the booklet, Forts of the 
Snoqualmie Valley.
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collected many stories from Olive and from other pioneer 
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Jack Kelley discovered when he retired that he liked to 

write. He wrote ����� ��� !�"��� 	�� �� #"���� !	�� $��, stories of 
growing up in Fall City, and then brought his engineer’s head 
for detail to researching and writing Jack’s History of Fall City, a 
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Jack 
Kelley



The Fall City Neighbors��
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and the Fall City and Snoqualmie Valley sponsors whose contributions over the years have paid the bills.

The guiding light for Fall City Neighbors has been a series of editors, who for the most part have also done the layout 
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